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Obstacles to teaching and learning mathematics in secondary
schools from the perspectives of students, teachers and educational
supervisors in Saudi Arabia
By
Anwar Saleh Al-Najjar
Supervisor

Professor Imad Thabet Saman

Abstract

This study aimed to identify obstacles to teaching and learning
mathematics at secondary level, from the perspective of students,
teachers and educational supervisors in Saudi Arabia. The study was
applied a sample of (500) students in secondary school, which was
selected randomly from public and private schools in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. The study attempted to answer the following four questions:

1- What are the obstacles facing teaching and learning
mathematics in secondary schools in Saudi Arabia as perceived
by students?

2- What are the obstacles facing teaching and learning
mathematics in secondary schools in Saudi Arabia as perceived
by mathematics teachers?

3- What are the obstacles facing teaching and learning
mathematics in secondary schools in Saudi Arabia as perceived

by supervisors of mathematics?
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4- Do the obstacles facing teaching and learning mathematics in
secondary schools in Saudi Arabia change according to the
educational post (teacher/supervisor)?

The population of the study included all secondary school students
in the eastern part of Riyadh (5127) students, and (108) teachers of
mathematics at the secondary level, (24) educational supervisors of
mathematics in the eastern part of Riyadh, during the second semester
of the academic year (1429, 1430 H.), (2008, 2009 A. C.). The study
sample was composed of (500) students from secondary schools of
the levels (I, 11, 1ll), (100) teachers of mathematics at the secondary
stage and (21) supervisors of the same subject and the stage centers
of educational supervision in Riyadh.

The study revealed that the dimension (Weakness in the subject in
the primary stage) is the most important obstacle facing teaching and
learning mathematics from the perspective of students, and the
dimension (length of the school year) was the least important obstacles
in teaching and learning mathematics from the perspective of students.

The study also showed that the dimension (the list of tests) and the
dimension (teacher preparation and development) are two major
obstacles facing teaching and learning mathematics from the
perspective of teachers, and the dimension (teacher preparation), was
the least important barrier in teaching and learning mathematics from

the perspective of teachers.
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With regard to the obstacles to teaching and learning of
mathematics from the perspective of educational supervisors, the
study indicated that the dimension (the mentality and thinking of the
student) was the most important obstacle, while the dimension (the
potential of the school) came in the last place in terms of the
importance of obstacles to teaching and learning mathematics from the

perspective of educational supervisors.
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